
Tamborine Mountain Natural History Association Bird Walk Report 

 
 

YELLOW PINCH – MOUNT BARNEY NATIONAL PARK – Wed 15th August 2012 
 

LEADER:  Julie       BIRDLIST:  Susan     PHOTOS:  Gail & Julie 
 

Even the most powerful birds aren’t always successful predators, as those who went on the August 
bird walk discovered.  We always manage to see something interesting and this time it was the sight 
of a large white-bellied sea eagle catching, dropping, retrieving and finally losing a fish…  but let’s 

start at the beginning.....      
Led by Julie, our group of Susan, Raymond, Jim, Ros, 
Gail, Jeff and Gill headed for the base of Mt Barney. 
 After a quick breakfast, and having been joined by 
John who had spent the night camping at Mt Barney 
Lodge, we headed up the steep pinch that starts the 
walk through Mt Barney National Park, around the 
bottom of the mountain. 
The low temperature climbed with us and soon we were 
ripping off our sweaters and jackets.   It was a 
beautiful, clear, sunny morning and as we went down 
the other side of the pinch we had the eastern face of 

Mt Barney on our right and Mt Lindsay straight ahead, looking just like a wedding cake as some of 
our group described it.    Alas, we didn’t see the spotted quail thrush encountered previously in 
that area, probably because we were too noisy!  
The walk took us through open country down 
to the creek and then into wood-land.   

Birds were 
disappointingly 
shy though we 
did see the usual 
complement of 
pardalotes, 
wrens, whistlers 
and honey-eaters 
common to that 
sort of habitat.   

Female Red-backed Wren 



 
 

 
Julie crossing creek 

 

   

After a brief smoko  stop we pressed on though those carrying 
heavy cameras found it hard going.    
The woodland gave way to wet 
sclerophyll with steep fern gullies, and 
then true rainforest with groves of 
palms along the steep-sided creek.     
Only Julie, Raymond and Susan 
pressed on close to the end of the 
track, after crossing the creek beside 
a deep, clear pool.  
  

The most exciting sighting on this 
track was not a bird at all, but a  
brush-tailed rock wallaby ;   
a very handsome specimen which sat  
obligingly close and quiet, on a log and 
was still there to admire on our way 
back.  As these creatures are usually 
rather shy of humans we felt ourselves 

very lucky to get such a good, close look.   

There was also some 
excitement when Julie, 
Susan and Gill thought they 
saw an olive whistler.  This 
bird was foraging on the 

ground and in low shrubbery; though we first took it for a female golden whistler we were struck by 
the distinctly greenish back, dark grey head and small, pale throat patch.  Susan also thought it 
looked larger than a golden whistler. However, it was also pale underneath, with a yellow vent and 
slight white wing bar – all typical of the female golden whistler.  This bird is still in dispute – Susan 
thinks it WAS an olive whistler but Julie, who has seen these birds before, believes it was one of 
the greener forms of the golden whistler.  The fact that the bird was in lowland country, whereas 
the olive whistler in this part of the world usually inhabits higher, beech forest habitat, is not 
considered necessarily significant because in winter they have been known to move to lower ground. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
     Variegated Fairy-Wren           Bassian Thrush on the track             Amazing Camouflage of Bassian Thrush     
                                                     darted thru sunlight  to shadows.                



Hungry and tired, the group made a fast trip back 
to the car park and we then had lunch by the   
creek  where it runs past Mt Barney Lodge – an 
idyllic spot marred only by the amount of traffic 
going by, because it was a public holiday and many 
people were either climbing Mt Barney or doing 
walks in the vicinity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gail was amazed at the variety in all the different tree-trunk bark we saw as we walked the tracks.... 

Lunchtime visitor - Lace monitor 

 
                         Mt. Barney                                                                                       Spot the Kangaroo ?? 



On the way back, after re-fuelling with an icecream at Rathdowney, we checked out various 
wetlands and got enough birds to make the day’s list respectable.   It was on our last stop, near 
Tamrookum Church, we saw our sea eagle     Julie spotted him (or her) being harassed by a large  

                      mob of masked lapwings.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We then observed him come in low over a dam 
some distance from where we were standing and 
grab a fish – probably a carp.  He/she dropped it 
and went round again, still with the lapwings in 
frenzied pursuit.  Amazingly, our bird caught the 
fish again in his talons but it was too heavy and he 
then hopped and flopped – using his wings for 
propulsion – thru the water to a spit of dry land.   
He dropped the (already dead) fish again, this time 
into the shallows under a slight overhang.  Despite all his power, he just couldn’t get at it –  
as Jim said so rightly, he had nothing left in his toolkit for retrieving a dropped fish in that position.  
He/she sat there for a while, drying off and peering disconsolately at the fish below.  Eventually the 
bird took off and headed for the distant hills, still hungry.  You can see the whole thing in Glorious 
Technicolour thanks to Jeff and his Magic Camera – see the video link on our website... 
 It was a fine ending to a lovely day.   



 

Bird list for the day was:      
 
Pheasant coucal 
Australian magpie 
Yellow-tailed black cockatoo 
Torresian crow 
Satin bowerbird 
Striated pardalote 
Spotted pardalote 
Pied butcherbird 
Grey butcherbird 
Yellow thornbill 
Noisy friarbird 
Lewins honeyeater 
Yellow-faced honeyeater 
White-throated honeyeater 
Scarlet honeyeater 
Red-back fairy wren 
Superb blue fairy wren 
Variegated fairy wren 
White-throated gerygone 
Brown gerygone 
White-throated tree creeper 
Grey fantail 
Grey shrike thrush 
 

 
 

 
Pacific black duck 
Grey teal 
Wood duck 
Dusky moorhen 
Masked lapwing 
White-faced heron 
Pacific heron 
Great egret 
Intermediate egret 
Cattle egret 
Little grebe 
Pelican 
Black-winged stilt 
Black-fronted dotterel 
Purple swamphen 
Black swan 
Black-faced cuckoo shrike 
Magpie lark 
White-bellied sea eagle 
Australian kestrel 
Royal spoonbill 
Straw-necked ibis 
(Total: 68) 
 

Kookaburra 
White-headed pigeon 
Green winged pigeon 
Crested pigeon 
Noisy miner 
Eastern whipbird 
Golden whistler 
Little pied cormorant 
Bassian thrush 
Eastern yellow robin 
Pied currawong 
King parrot 
Rainbow lorikeet 
Scaly-breasted lorikeet 
Crimson rosella 
Galah 
Little corella 
Fantail cuckoo 
Shining bronze cuckoo 
Willie wagtail 
Red-browed finch 
White-browed scrubwren 
Welcome swallow 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


